o R, 


True and falſe ZEAL delineated. 


"ky 


By the Rev. RICHARD De Covrcy, 


Curate of Shawbury, SaLoyp; and formerly of 
Trinity - College, DUBLIN. 1 . 


The SECOND EDITION, enlarged, 


Amicus Plato, amicus Socrates, ſed magis amica VrniTAS. © 


& J find a love, of porver ſometimes intoxicates even Gop's on 
ce dear children, ad makes them miſtake paſſion for zeal, and an 
e overbearing ſpirit for an authority given them from above.“ 


See Mr. Whiteficld*s Letters, No. 808, 


6e For all the Fux ious Dafvxxs of every denomination, 1. 
dc make that moſt charitable prayer of our bleſſed ene, 
* "I . for they know not what they do. | 

W Ready Companion, 


— 


—— 


. 
— 


SHREWSBURY: 


Printed by J. Eppowss: and fold by J. BUCKLAND, 
in Pater-noſter- Roau; E. and C. Ditty, in the 
Poultry, Lox Dbox; 8. Arts, in Birminglam; and 
T. Mirrls, in Bath. 


M. pcc,LzIIII. 


2 


7 R E F A © E. 


RD Rzaven, 


Here preſent you with a ſecond edition 
1 of my little pamphlet, the contents 
whereof have been ſuggeſted to the author 
by an obſervation of the evil conſequences 
attending on falſe zeal. If you can muſter 
up patience ſufficient to read it through, 
perhaps you will join with me in acknow- 
ledging the truth of the heathen poet's 
obſervation, Decipimur ſpecie reti; and, 
if you can be impartial enough to try 
your own ſpirit by the truths here en- 
forced, perhaps you may ſee your own 
face in this little faithful nnen and not 
repent i neither. , 


Some perſons haves W ede at 
Fehn“ $ Looking-glaſs. The cauſe of their 
offence is too evident. Fancying them- 
6. SM ue © e 

„ We: are deceived by the appearance of what 
is oy "og 5 


Diſuſted: therefbte at the exhibition, k- 


— 


(i 


ſelves very beautiful, and coming, I ſup- 


poſe, with a full expectation of ſeeing their 
features portrayed in the moſt advan- 
tageous cqlors, they have heen moſt : 
Aiſappoitited ; for, the glals, being by r 
means deſigned to flatter, faithfully repre- 
ſents them to themſelves, while a certain 
inward tnonitor cries, J art the man.“ 


way atheg fly fü uf indignation againiſt 
the ghd ond abirſe it as a falſe one, 


when the fault is not in the — but 


2 their own” diſtorted Features, 


An: 28 fi; 


e reader, if you can 186k at 
this glaſs, with .an martial: eye, through 


the medium. of candor, you may eaſily 
obſerve, (1) T hat 1 mean only to diſtin- 


guiſn between true and falſe zeal, as a 


cautious tradeſman would between genuine 
coin and counterfeits. I grant that ſome 


ſuperficial people may be ſatisfied with a 


little Luftening, and dignify all metal on 
which it appears, with the name of gold. 
But an accurate examiner will not be ſo 
eaflly duped, nor receive any thing as 
ſterling, till he Has proved its genuine | 
neſs 


(* 

neſs by the infallible touchſtone of divine 
truth. (2) That my deſign is, to- make 
uſe of this little engine to: aſſiſt in quenchs 
ing che bickering flames of diſcord, which 
ke Fg ſuch havock. of the peace and Proſ⸗ 
perity of the church. (3) Tho? I grant 
there is much fruę zeal: among many of the 
Lord's people, yet I muſt declare there 
is too much of its oppoſite alſo, which 
enſe recidendum, ne pars fincera  trahatur, 
muſt be cut away, like mortified - fleſh, 
leſt- the ſound. part catch the putrifaction. 
(4) I believe there is wanting a greater 
increaſe of true zeal among us. But 1s 
not the vaſt, currency of its counterfeit 
the cauſe? If (as My, Whitefield ſays) 
%a love ef potoen fg intoxicates ſome 
« profeſſors, that they miſtake” paſſion for 
*"zeal, and, an over-bearing ſpirit for an 
A authority given them from above,“ is 

it to be wondered that ſo: much aal is 

8 3 in the cauſe of ſtrife, and fo 
little for the royal law of love? * (3) 
While we decry the finda, of Rome, 
ſhould we not 4 the ſpirit 
« chat b e cap? The moſt 
75 5 rf * gilded 


1 
guilded orthodoxy * will avail nothing 
before the Searcher of hearts, if not 
accompanied with that love that beareth 


all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 


things, endureth all things, I think if 
ſome profeſſors were to compare their 


tempers, and walk with St. Paul's reli- 
gion 


2 Once for all, I beg the candid der will 
Pleaſe to remember, that I do not mean to de- 
preciate orthodoxy itſelf; being fully. convinced 
that they do greatly err, who ſay, ** it is a very 
lender, if any part of real religion.” My deſign 
is only to laſh thoſe who abi“ orthodoxy, or ſuch 
as fit down . contented with a ſyſtem of right 

opinions in their head, without experiencing the 
power of them in their heart. A well-informed 
judgment is a great bleſſing if accompanied with 
1 a renewed mind: but where the latter is want- 
| | Ing, though a man's eyes may be opened to ſee 
8 ſome goſpel myſteries, yet he may be but a poor, 
= "empty, unrenewed Balaam at the bottom. Good 
Mr. Baxter ſpeaks my mind fully on this ſubject. 
« do not flight orthodoxy or jeer at the name, 
4 but only expoſe the pretences of deviliſh zeal 
« in ſcemingly piaus men, who by their bitter 
« opprobrious ſpeeches, have more effectually done 
44 the devil's ſervice under the name of orthodoxy, 


| «, than the malignant {corners of godlineſs.. 
| See Raxter's Reformed Paſtor. 


( wr ) 
gion of love, in x Cor. xiii. and St. 
I ames's deſcription of heavenly. wiſdom, 


2 in James iii, 17, it would convince them 


that the kingdom of God no more conſiſts 
in religious ſtrife, than in meats and drinks; 
(6) I contribute my mite towards deteCt= 
ing that monſter Bigotry, which, like the 
beaſt in the Revelation, bears the horus of 
a lamb, and yet ſpeaks like a dragon. This 
Monſter 3 is never ſo dangerous as when he 
wraps himſelf in the garb of religious zeal; 
for, while he carries the name of CHRIS r 
on his outſide, feven abominations lurk in 
bis heart. What a pity that ſuch a mon- 
ſter ſhould ever aſcend a pulpit, and ſpeak 
through an embaſſador of God! And yet, 
that he does, is too notorious, His ſpeech, 
ſo full of hard invectives and nchen | 

anathemas, bewwrayeth him. (7) I would 
wiſh to bear my teſtimony againſt that 
moſt unwarrantable mode of. blending . a 
man and his opinions together, in one 
common. ſentence of condemnation. When 
42; ro 


e The opinions referred. to here are only ſucks 
as do not immediately ſtrike at the foundation. 


C ) 


Luther" uſed ſome. opprobrious language 
f Calvin, the good man only ſaid, Al- 
« though he ſnhould call me a devil, yet I 
« wilt acknowledge im to be an eminent 
« ſervant of Ixsus CHRIST.“ Conſider the 
different ſpirits of theſe two great men 
treſpectively, and you have a ſpecimen 
of true and falſe zeal; and may at one 
view perceive the drift of the contraft 
carried on in my little pamphlet. (8) 
The grand point I would recommend to 
che pious reader, and wih to be in the 
earneſt purſuit of myſelf, is, the power of 
religion; which confiſts in a growing con- 
formity to the bleſſed" image of the holy 
Jeſus! Without this, all notions floating 
in the brain are mere chaff; and all zeal 
about modes, forms, ſyſtems, opinions, &c. 
is very often nothing more than the hy- 
poeritical flaſh of a vain- glorious Jenn, 
or furious driving of a bigot. (9) Where- 
ever any conformity to Carrsr appears, 
though all' things are not exactly as one 
could wiſh, yet we ſhould not reject the 
gold becauſe it is mixed with ſome droſs. 


God 'knows the very belt of us are en- 
cum- 


4 
cumbered with much alloy, and ſhould: 
therefore bear with the Infirmities of our 
brethren, remembering that we ourſelves: 
are yet in the body! Oh that we could: 
bear with one-another, as Gop for CarisT'®s- 
ſake bears with and forgives us! Oh that: 
our wars and fightings were at an end} 
And that harmony and love ſubſiſted 
between thoſe who claim an alliance to 
the Prince of peace! Oh that our zeal 
were more refined from its baſe droſs by 
the Spirit of burning, and that the flame: 
of ſacred love were more kindled in every 
breaſt! Then would profeſſors, inſtead of 
looking like Pharaot's lean kine, appear fat 
and well-liking ; and inſtead of their pyg- 
my-ſtature, they would grow like the cedars 
in Lebanon. Then ſhould we be as & 
city that is at unity with itſelf ; and Gop, 
even our Gop, would give us his bleſſing. 
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True and Falſe ZEAL delineated. . 


EAL in general, is a ſtrong internal fire, which 
makes a man burn with eagerneſs for the ac- 
compliſhment of whatever he is deeply intereſted in, 
whether good or bad. It is that which gives an 
elaſtic ſpring to the faculties ; makes individuals ac- 
tive in their ſeveral purſuits ; prompts men to riſque 
the greateſt dangers, and encounter the greateſt dif- 
ficulties. It proves the nurſe of emulation, the life 
of trade, and the very ſoul of commerce. In ſhort, 
without this active, invigorating, ambitious, intre- 
pid principle, mankind would be a world of n. | 
flumbering drones.. | 


I might here expatiate Oe on the criminal in- 
temperance of werlaly zeal, as it hurcies men into 
an unbounded purſuit after the tranſient enjoyments 
of ur to the fatal neglect of their eternal con- 


A 6 cerns 


LED, 
rerns : But that is not my intention at preſent, 


What I mean is, to point out the contraſt between 
true and falſe zeal, as it has religion for its object. 


1. True zeal, is that heavenly fire kindled in the 
breaſt of a true believer by the ſpirit of Gop, which 


. prompts him, by the ſweet conſtraint of love, to do 


all things with a ſingle eye to the glory of Gop. It 

"carries him out, in a dependence upon divine aid, 
againſt all his ſpiritual enemies. By a daily ſtirring 
up of this heavenly fire, his ſoul burns with eager- 
neſs for their deſtruction in himſelf, and others: 
and this makes him ardent in his humble efforts, 
according to the meaſure of grace Gop hath given 
him, to contribute his mite towards the pulling 
down of Satan's kingdom, and the advancement of 
the Redeemei- s glory, among the ſons of men. 


Fulſe zeal, on the contrary, is an ignis fatuus, a 
falſe, deluſoiy, infatuating fire, kindled in the breaſt 
by an immoderate ambition of being conſpicuouſly 
religious, without a ſingle eye to the glory of Gov. 
Its object is the GLorY of sELF. And, though 
many things in falſe religious zeal, appear very 

laudable and ſpecious; yet, if you trace them up to 

the fountain-head, you ſhall find all theſe ſtreams 
totally poiluted by ſelf exaltation and ſpiritual pride. 

Many, who, Jehu like, cry out, Come fee my zeal 
for. the LorD,” are nevertheleſs as remote from 
true zeal, as the hot headed, double-hearted ſon of 


'Nim/bi wis. A man, thro' felfiſh Zeal, may give 
| all 


1 
all his goods to fecd the poor, and not give up his 
heart to Gop; he may have much knowledge, and 
great gifts, and yet be but a finſling cymbal ; he may 
poſſeſs much light in his head, ſo as to be able to 
talk fluently on the moſt important ſubjects, and 
even to brandiſh the ſword of controverſy in the 
cauſe of truth, and yet, notwithſtanding all ſuch 
wonderful wirks, he may lack one thing; he may 
ſtand like a tall cedar in the vineyard, and yet be 
rotten at the root; /e may even make him give his 
body to be burned, out of burning zeal for a favorite 
party, when the love of ſome darling luſt would not 
let him live a life of /e martyrdom ; he may receive 
the doctrines of grace, and not the grace of the 
doctrines; he may aſſiſt in building the ar#, and 
yet be ſhut out of it himſelf; yea he may go to 
heaven's gates in a gilded profeſſion, and go to hell 
with a gilded damnation at laſt. From whence I 
am induced to concur in opinion with an author, 
who ſays, that © a zeal for Gop is no proof of a 
child of Gop.” If it were, Saul, that fiery zealot, 
who breathed out threatening and ſlaughter againſt 


the diſciples of CHRIST, was an eminent child of 


Goo; for he declares, Phil. iii. 6, that he was con- 
ter ning zeal, perſecuting the church, But after his con- 
| verſion he learned another leſſon; namely, that 1 js 

good to be zealoufly affected always in a goed thing, G al, 
iv 18. From whence it is evident, that three in- 
gredients are neceſſary to conſtitute true zeal. (1) 
A goed cauſe that of the goſpel. (2) A good prin- 
| _  ciple 


Er 


E 


ciple; humble, loving, ſolf. abaſing faith. (3) A goed 


end; that of the Redeemer's glory. Without theſe, 
whatever may be the pretenſions, the eye is not 
ſingle, nor the heart right with God :. all. proceeds 
from ſelfiſh pride, and is therefore nothing but 
wood; hay, and ſtubble, whole fate is to be burned. 


2. Falſe zeal is known by the falſe foundation 
whereon it builds, It. is a blind principle, whoſe 
eyes are. ſhut againſt the truth : Its baſis is error, 
Hence it ariſes, that thoſe who are actuated by this 


headlong principle, blunder on, every ſtep they take, 


acting diametrically oppoſite to the written word. 
It is a blind leader of the blind, and never fails to 
guide into erroneous paths. Who fo zealous as the. 
Jews of old, ſome of whom compaſſed ſea and land 
to make proſelytes? And yet, from the teſtimony 
of an inſpired Apoſtle, we have reafon to conclude, 
their zeal was not genuine, becauſe it wanted the 


ſignature of. truth. I bear #hem recard, that they have 


a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge, Rom. 


x. 2. Who ſo conſpicuous a zealot, as the Apoſtle 
Paul himſelf, before his converſion ? And yet, who 


was more buried in ignorance, till light from above 
diſcovered to him the error of his proceedings ? 
Farther ; with what zeal do the emiſſaries of Anti- 
chriſt recommend their erroneous principles? And 


yet, what people on earth are more ſunk in delu- 


fions ! All ariſing from their rejection of the truth 
as it is in Jxs vs, and giving heed to docirinet of 
| devils, 


( 15) 
devils, propagated by the Father of lies. From 
hence it is abundantly plain, that falſe zeal is a. blind 
principle, founded on ignorance. 


Whereas true cal is a principle of wiſdom, pro- 
ceeding from the Father of lights, and founded upon 
the unerring truth of God. It fhines and burns at 
the ſame time, like the ſun in the firmament. It is 
diffuſive of light and fervor, and is guided by the 
ſtandard of truth, as contained in the lively oracles 

of ſcripture. Trus zeal is taught to believe, that the 
heirs of ſalvation are choſen through ſant7ification of 
the Spirit and BELIEF OF THE TRUTH ; and there- 
fore, that all truth in practice is fad on truth in 
principle; yea, that none can be ſaved, who believe 
not heartily the report of the goſpel. 


3. Falſe zeal is a precipitate paſſion. It gives eas 
8 ſpur to SELF, and hurries into ſtrange lengths 
of indifcretion, notwithſtanding the remonſtrances 
olf friends, and the cenſure of enemies. It gives birth 
to fancy, and is the nurſe of enthuſiaſm. From the 
motions of this ſelfiſh, temerarious fire, ariſe thoſe 
mental impreſſions, to which ſome pay ſo much at- 
tention. How often do we hear perſons with confi- 
dent preſumption ay, O Tm ſure I ought to do 
fo and ſo, becauſe it was ſtrongly impreſſed on my 
mind.“ And (what is more criminal ſtill) ſuch _ 
fancy-led people often call theſe chimeras of the 
brain, the /zadings of the Spirit; than which 
nothing can be more groſsly abſurd, as the iſſue 
frequently demonſtrates, 
Whereas 


- - — —— 
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Whereas true z-a! moves cautioufly, lowly, and 
ſurely. Its motto is, Feftina lente; or, © He that 
believeth ſhall not make haſte ;” ſhall not be confounded: 
1. Pet. ii. 6. For confuſion is the inſeparable-atten- 
dant of precipitancy, or mating haſte, It teaches 
a man not to lean to his own underſtanding, or to 
give heed to imagination, but to ſearch the ſcrip- 
tures, and to take them as a lamp io his feet, and a 
lantern to his paths. True zeal waits humbly at the 


_ throne of grace for direction, and looks out, in 


patience, for the apening of Providence, more 
clearly to diſcover the divine will. Its language is 
ſimilar to that of the prophet, I will land upon 
my watch, and ſet me on the tower, and will tuatch 12 


fee what he will jay to me. Hab. ii. 1 6 


4. Falſe zeal'is known by one of its Satthe yaſ- 


fals, bigotry ; and is therefore of an unloving temper. 


We find a little of this breaking out at one time 
in the conduct even of the beloved diſciple, Jobn, 
having ſeen a perſon caſt out devils in the name of 
Jesvs, forbad him, becauſe he followed not with them, 


Mark ix. 38. But, from the reproof given bim by 


his Maſter, we learn the impropriety of his conduct. 
Oh that this ſpirit had not ſurvived the Apoſtle! 


But, alas! how many do we ſee, i in the preſent day, 
acting the ſame part over and oyer again ! AQuated 
by a narrow, ſelfiſh, contracted ſpirit, many would 

not only diſcountenance, but even wnchri/tian all, 
who do not move in their own ſphere, Hence it 


ariſes 


6 
ariſes, that profeſſors bite and devour one another, 
and behave more like rapacious vultures or wolves, 


than like the meek and n ou of * 
LAM of Gov. 


Whereas true zeal is of a loving, open, rs 
catholic temper. It bounds. over the flight partition 


Walls of names, ſes, parties, and denominations 


5 theduliiraionef che! heart. Hence it was, that the 


and flies, with affectionate eagerneſs, to the breaſts 
of all, who love the Lox p Jesvs in ſincerity. It 
does not make a man condemn. his brother, or dit. | 
countenance his labors-of love, becauſe he does not 
moye exactly in the ſame circle with, himſelf,” No, 
While the zealous bigot ſwells” with {upercilious | 
pride, within the narrow limits of his GREAT SELF, 
the truly-zealous man expands his heart i in generous: 
love to all, who adhere to the truth as it is in JESUS, 
though they may differ from him i in ſome externals, - 
This noble temper Was literally exemplified, i in. the 
amiable deportment of that ttuly catholic, and emi- 
nent miniſter of CHRIS r, the late Rev. Mr. George 


Whitefield. May all Ng ma as he > followed 
his Matter! Be | 


17 A 42 8 
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8 Falſe vs aachen on Are and: neglal 


ſtrict Phariſees were very zealous in a punctual: ob» 
fervance of the law of Adofes, and ſo ſtre nuouſſy op- 
poſed all who deviated from the ſmalleſt punctilios 
of its ceremonies. They made a-greatiſhew of re- 
"ww 3 paid tithes nn. and cummin ;̃ but 

* 3D 


1 


neglected the weightier matters of the law, judgment, 
mercy, and the love of God, Their zeal was for rites, 
but not righteouſneſs 3. for externals, but not inter- 
nals; for the ſhadow, but not the. ſubſtance, For 
this reaſon our LoRD compared them to whited ſe- 
Pulchres, fair to the eye without, but full of rotten- 
neſs within. And as there is nothing new under the 
fun, there are many of the ſame ſtamp among pro- 
feſſors of the preſent day, whoſe religion conſifis in 
aſtentation and ſhow. They are very zealous for 
externals, but totally remiſs as to the 2/ſintials of 
Chriſtianity. They make a very oftentatious glare 
of profeſſion, but when tried by the touchſtone of 
divine truth, appear to be nothing but reprobate 
auer. On points of doctrine, they will AHrain at a 


gnat, but in matters which concern the practice of 


religion, they can ſwallow a camel. Having a name 
to live, they are nevertheleſs dead; being under the 
habitual  predominancy of every evil temper ; full 
of pride, covetouſneſs, envying, — minded- 
neſs, &c. 


True zeal, on the contrary, though far from being 
remiſs in externals, is however primarily concerned 
about what paſſes within. Its work begins at home. 
The truly-zealous perſon labors to get his heart 
. purified by grace, And while many are ſquabbling 
about /hadows, he ſtrives to aſcertain the ſub/tance. 
The love, meekneſs, patience, and heavenly-mind- 


. and of more value in his eye than all the 
bonors 


edneſs of his bleſſed Maſter, are the objects of his 
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39 } 
X honors the world can beſtow. He would rather en- 
oy a very ſmall portion of the humility of Jzsus | 0 
in his heart, than all the ſplendid gifts of the moſt | 
ſhining profeſſors ; being deeply convinced of oe 
truth urged i in the following lines: 


No big words of ready talkers, 1 
No dry doctrines will ſuffice ; 
Broken hearts, and humble alles, : 
Theſe are dear in Ixsu's eyes: 
Tinkling ſounds of diſputation, 
Naked notions all are vain; 
Ev'ry ſoul that gains ſalvation, 
Mußt and ſhall be born again. 


* Falſe zeal is of a proud, domineering, alt a 
alting temper. The perſon actuated by it, is the 
greateſt egorz// in the world. He makes all his 
actions centre in that little, great monoſyllable Z; 
and can bear nothing that ſtands in competition 
with it. Watch him in company, and you may 
obſerve him ſo full of himſelf, that, upon all he ſays, 
is written, “pray admire me.” He is impatient of 
2 and would fain make all bow down 

in ſubmiſſion to the important idol s8LF, From 
hence flows an intemperate cenſuring of all who 
differ from him, even in punct᷑iliot, and an indeli- 
cate manner of addreſs, unbecoming the N 
and humility of a true Chriſtian. 


Whereas true ata, though of an operative nature, 
teaches a man crane Its language is, 
1 | « Nat 


. 


6 Net 1, but the grace of God that was with me.“ 


It-gives All glory to 1 bleſſed Author, and puts the 
crown alone on Emmanuel's head; It never teaches 
a man tv exalt himſelf above his brother, or to be- 
have unſeemly to him. But, humbled to the duſt, it 


continually erieu T than the leaft of all, 2 


7. Falſe 3 is of an inflammatory "ace. All 
that are under the influence of its paroxy/m?, are ſo 
many Phaetons i in the church, calculated to ſet it on 
fire. Riding furiouſly in the chariot of elf, and 

putting the reins looſe on the neck of their unbridled 
tempers, they: ſcatter arrows, firebrans, and death, 
wherever they come, They trample names, repu- 
tations, &c. under their feet; as rotten toad. Von - 
der comes Fenwans, Lo, his driving is like the ariu- 

ing che the ſore Nimai ; for the drives h. Fur ianflys 
Wu is the matter My; his party bas been 
touched; as he ſuppoſes, inza tender pointʒ and he 
is determined to have full revenge; far the matto an 


ee is, Nemo mg impunᷣ lab. & But does 


not the injury exiſt rather in his own heated imagi · 


ef than in ral fads? No matten. The: very 


Pd of an affront is ſufficient to a wan all the 
fndignation of Porviduty and to make him drive 
füriouſſy on to the geont diſturbance of: the armies 
of Hruel. Remonſtrate to him, that in his impetu- 
olity he may hurt himſelfʒ and overſet the ark, he is 
e of eee. 5 en ee his fire- 
pork 23; 1 Basie n brands, 
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mig which operate in the church as thoſe. tied to 
the-tails of Samſon's foxes. did among the ſtanding 
corn of ihe Phili Aines. All :is,thrown into a flame 
of diſcord and confuſion thro! the precipitate career 
of pobr miſguided Ferwiuus. If he could be con- 
vindced that it is not pure zeal for the Lord of hoſts, 
but a violent party-ſpirit-chat actuates him, all would 
de well, but hein of ene mind; and obo can turn him F 
And, what is worſe, his name is legion; far they are 
many, who drive in the rugged, paths of diſcord., As 
am electrical mathine that affecis one ind ividual.com- 
municates the hock to all who, touch him; ſa, the 
moment Ferwidhs catches the electrical bee of party 


zeal, it flies · like lightning thro the whole fraternity, 


who immediately prepate their ſpears and pruning- 
-hioks, to fight for the noble prize of mint, anniſe, and 
ruimmin. So that when we take an impartial ſurvey 
of profeſſors, hey melancholy is the proſpett! In- 
ſtead of peace, we hear of nothing but wars, and 
rumors of wars. Inſtead of love, meekneſs, forbear- 
ance, the grand characteriſtics of true religion, vre 
diſcover wrath, envy, ſtrife, anger, &c. like ſo many 
vultures pteying on the very vitals of Chriſtianity, 
It is not ſutpriſing, that there ſhould be ſtorms aut 
-of the art; but ſtorms oithin it are a difagreeable 
phænomenon. And yet ſo it is. What frequent 

lamentable effects are produced from the party - de- 
bates predominant among profeſſors of different per- 
- fuaſions! And to ſuch a pitch of cenſomous pride and 


i have people juſt now arrived, 
that 


622) 

that we have reaſon to adopt the Heathen Satirift's 
lamentation over the degenerated ſenate and people 
of Rome, Prob! Curia, inverſique mores Of which 
the pathetic exclamation of the weeping prophet may 
afford a pertinent tranſlation; How is the gold become 
dim! How is the moſt fine gold changed! Lam. iv. 1. 
How ſadly is the church degenerated from that love 
and purity for which ſhe' ſhone ſo conſpicuous i in 
primitive times! Once, being brightened in the 
furnace of affliction, how did her beauteous luſtre 
firike with aſtoniſhment her wondering ſpectators, 


who cried, See how theſe Chriſtians love one ano» | 


ther!“ But now alas! how is her beauty tarniſhed, 
and her glory ſullied, by the corroding ruſt of eaſe, 
_ carnal ſloth, and ſpiritual wantonneſs ; from whence 
is produced that abominable monſter, ſpiritual pride; 
which again proves the parent of that many · headed 
hydra, BIGOTRY;; whoſe womb teems with the 
locuſts of undue cenſure, ſelf-exaltation, cruelty: in 


all ſhapes, &c. &c. — In times of perſecution, pro- 


. Feſfors have not time to attend to religious feuds; 
their chief buſineſs then, is to ſtrengthen their hands 
' againſt their enemies. But when the ſcene is re- 

_ verſed ; when the Lok p's people walk in the ſun- 
ſhine of outward peace, they often become like ſtag- 
nated water. They grow dead in their ſouls, and 
ſwarm with the vermin of the moſt abominable tem- 
pers. This is apparently the caſe at preſent, And 
perhaps nothing will prove effectual to unite diſ- 


united profeſſors, but a ſmart ſtroke of perſecution; 


which 
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Which will convince” /eme, that it would be more 


wiſe for them to uſe thoſe weapons, which they turn 
againſt their brethren, in defence of the art, which 


totters in the hands of perſons, who have n 


{kill nor fortitude to bear it. 


But the buſineſs of true zeal conſifts, not in fo. 
menting ſeditions, but in healing breaches. It 
labors to propagate the ſacred fire of divine /ove, 


and to promote the peace, proſperity, and union of 


the church, Its language i is, ** Behold how good and 


Pleaſant a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in 


unity Alt is a very judicious obſervation which I 
have ſomewhere met with, That a true child of 


„ God wiſhes the church to be not only free from 


ce /þot, but alſo without rent; that it may be pre- 


ſerved as well from the rent of diviſion and party- 
altercation, as from the pot of hereſy. Whoever is 
a ſubje of the pacific kingdom of the Prince of 


peace cannot but heartily wiſh, and earneſtly pray, 


that peace may be within Zion's walls, Having felt 
the turbulency of his own paſſions allayed by the 
gracious power of that omnipotent voice, which 
faith. to the winds and ſeas, Be till,” and by 


which the moſt outrageous tempers are huſhed into 


a bleſſed calm, he cannot but earneſtly wiſh, that 
the ſame internal ſerenity may diffuſe its peaceful 


influence through the breafts of all mankind, bat 


eſpecially through the houſhold of faith. Senſible - 
how much it contributes to the Redeemer's glory, 
-and the proſperity of his kingdom, that the ſubjects 


thereof 


1 


( a4 ) 
thereof ſhould krep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
e peace, he often breathes out many a fervent 
prayer, that profeſſors. might beat. their ſwords of 


ſharp controverſy into pleugbaſbarrs of uſefulneſs 
and moderation; and convert their ſpears of 


bigoted cenſure and inteſtine altercations, into 


pruning-hooks of zealous faithfulneſs in reproving 
the ſins of others, and in lopping off the luxu- 


riant branches of pride, floth, anger, and worldly- 


mindedneſs in themſelves. What comfort of 
44 living, where there is nothing but claſhing and 
46 jarring? And what unity, without charity, but 
« ſuch a conjunction, as tying the living to the 
&« dead, or platting W 5 1 to ſting 
© one another??? A 


8, ' Falſe zeal is "known wi its. precipitancy in 


judging, It never waits to examine circum- 
ſtances, but gives its deciſion abruptly, and with- 
out premeditation. This temper proves the ſource 
of that. ſtrange miſconſtruQion put upon actions, 
which, when duly ſcrutinized into, appear to be 
founded on a juſt principle. Yea, ſo unreaſonable 
in their deportment are thoſe, who are led by this 
infatuating fire, that they will often make, a man an 


Hender for a word, and that perhaps of the moſt ſim- 
ple nature. But as ſuch perſons ever ſee with a jaun- 


diced eye, to which every object appears yellow, it 
is Ho o wonder that the wort insffenſive expreſſions 
W ne 


132 Js Ready Companion 


Sw iad - 


are ſo wire - drawn, as, by an unnatural contorſion, 


( 


to be made ſpeak, what was never intended. Hut 
if a judging temper ſbould at any time have « fait 
opportunity of venting itſelf upon the miſcarriage 
of an individual, we ſhall then fee that its ten- 
der mercies are cruel ; every peccadillo is aggran- 


_dized into an unpardonable offence”; the mole-hill 
ſwelled to a mountain; circumſtances, either ap- 


parent or ſuppoſed, are exaggerated; and fo, 
after the partial jury of RiF-necked ' prejudice, 
unrelenting envy, malevolent” flander, deſpotie 
pride, inſolent loquacity, peeviſh jealoufy, &c. &c. 
have given their opinion reſpecting the abſent ' 
culprit, (for they never like. to accuſe a man to 
his face) immediately pompous $ELF fits in judg- 
ment, and proclaims the ſentence of condemna- 
tion to her vaſſz]-train 3 who, quick as lightning, 
ad voracious us) mar Herpes, fly on their deftined 
iy i ee eee, prey, 


+ «1 would to God this age were not olds tne Gd 
“ uncharitableneſs this way, When we look upon errors, we are apt, 
« as thoſe that ſee thro a miſt, to think them greater than they ate; 
<< every fault is a crime, every miſ-opinion a hereſy x hor cam it tis | 
« otherwiſe, whils we are ready to impute to the contrary-minded, not 
ho © only thaſe things which they profeſs to hold, but thoſe which we 


| © conceive to be conſequent to their opinions, how, vehementiy ſoever 


© diſclaimed by the authors; This is to enlarge the breach, and widen 

«the wounds of Gov's church, which we ought by all good means 

4 to bind up. Why ſhould not b rather, when I meet with an hard 
«« expreſſion/in a worthy Divine, ſay as Crua ger ſaid of Lurker, Eum 

« commod;:'s ſentire, guam interdum loguitur, dum efferveſcit, that he 
* means better, than fornatirnes in his heat he ſpeaketh,”” 


See Biſhop Hall 8 Pexce-maker, 


1 1 


prey, and devour every ſcrap of the poor ſuf- 
ferer's character. And, as all is contrived in the 
dark, perhaps he hears not a word of the deep- 
laid, plot, till a certain | ſwift-winged meſſenger, 
called Euil report, is commiſſioned to blow her 
ſonorous trumpet, and ſpread the deciſions of the 
Court of ——Cenſure, far and wide. Thus a judg- 
ing temper ſeldom ſtops in its career, till it un- 
chriſtian the man, - whoſe character it tramples 
| under foot. O faul, come not tben into their 
leret'; F unte their n mine Arg dan not thou 
{awe allot 6c HO n * 
N 3 

Ne * on che 33 d it r will not 
tamely | fubmit to. the crude ſentiments and unſcrip- 
tural notions. of every pretender to true wiſdom, 
is nevertheleſs cautious in giving its judgment, 
flow, in, its determinations, and never pronounces 
uncharitable cenſure. The truly-zealous perſon 
does not haſtily thunder out his anathemas againſt 
any, even though'difcovered in an error; know- 
ing that the beſt are ſurreunded with numerous 
impetlections. HBeſides, he is ever prone to hope, 
that, in daulbiſul calea, ſome circumſtances may 
have been omitted which, if known, would elu- 
eidate the character of the. perſons reprehended. 
In ſhort, while ſome view people's deportment 
chrough an improper medium, as we ſometimes 
do the / ſun through a fumigated glaſs, the truly- 
zealous Mew it through: che enhal of love 3 and 
though 
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(27) 
though in every character, as in that glorious 


luminary, pets may be diſcerned, yet are they 
far from repreſenting it as _ e (3: $54 


9. Falſe zeal alten makes a run into a 
condemnable negligence in their temporal” affairs, 
whereby great ſcandal is brought on the goſpel; 
and the preachers of it are ſometimes reproached 
as if advocates for floth., When perſons *previ- 
_ ouſly inattentive to their eternal inteteſts, and 
particularly ſunk in worldly cares, get a 'zeal for 
Gop, they ſometimes paſs from the extreme of 


immoderate worldly-mindedneſs, to the ' oppoſite + . 


one of a criminal remiſſneſs in their domeſtic 
concerns. Thus, In vitium ducit culpe fia. 
But there are certain profeſſors, whoſe zeal en- 
tirely conſiſts in a perpetual round of goſſiping 
and news- bearing. Such generally have z7ching 
ears, heaping to themſelves teachers, and are ever 
pleaſed ' with novelty. What St. Paul ſays of 
indiſcreet widows, is an exact draught of their 
character. And withal they learn to be idle, wan- 
dering about from houſe to houſe 3" and not only 
idle, but: TATLERS alſo and BUSY BODIES, ſpeat- 
ing things which they ought not. 1 Tim. v. 13. 
Let | thoſe rambling, loquacious folk but ſear 
themſelves comfortably at the tea-table, and they 
care not how matters go at home. Immediately 
(as if the tea had a certain virtue " e 

„ iN $5 loqua- 


4 The e of one extreme generally leads to another. 
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Aippant-tongued goſpellers to their reſpective fa- 


on their tongues, but little, if * at all, of its 


( 28 ) 
loquacity) their tongues run upon goſpel-news. 


Characters are brought forth in abundance, and 


torn to pieces at pleaſure. Efpecially the poor 


miniſters are ſure to ſuffer. All the particulars 


of their ſentiments, perſon, manner of preaching, 
&c. are accurately diſcuſſed ; while their infirmi- 
ties loſe neither of weight nor meaſure by a tea- 
table conſabulation. They will talk of ded7rines 


by the hour; and, if you were to meaſure their 


religion by the voluble clack of their tongues, 
they would ſeem to be firſt-rate ſaints, yea angels 
in fleſh and blood. But alas! only follow theſe 


milies, and there you will ſee them in their pro- 
per colours; and will have abundant caufe to 
conclude they have got the /bibboleth of the goſpel 


favor in their 3 


That, on the contrary, that are under the 
influence of true zeal, are active in their reſpec- 
tive callings, knowing, that whoſoever provideth 
not for his own, but eſpecially thoſe of his own houſ= 
hold hath denied the faith, and is worſe than an 
infidel, They are ſenſible from the nature of 
things, as well as from the ſcriptures of truth, 
that indolence can never recommend religion, and 
that religious fervor, if not accompanied with 
diligence in buſineſs, is not of the right kind, 


but is ſtolen fire, Inward teligion has a tendency 


5 621 

to make a man diligent, alert, and happy in his 
buſineſs; ſo that tohatſocver his hand findeth' to ds, 
he doth it with all his might. And while talk- 
ative buſy-bodies ſpend their time, and diſplay 
their zeal, in goſpel chit- chat, the truly-zealous 
man labors to recommend Chriſtianity by a ſolid, 
diligent, holy uniformity of conduct. His motto 
is, Non magna loquimur, ſed vivimus. 


10. Felſe zeal is alſo diſcoverable in that un- 
bounded praiſe and fulſome panegyric, wherewith 
ſome people are ſo prone. to compliment their 
brethren, particularly miniſters of the goſpel, 
Perſons of a ſanguine, open diſpoſition, are moſt 
liable to fall into this error, and have therefore 
great need to Tet a watch over the door of their 
lips. Miniſters are undoubtedly to be effeemed 
very highly in love for their work's ſake, and to 
be encouraged by, word and deed, as embafſadors 
of the King of kings, commiſſioned to deliver a 
moſt gracious and important meſſage. But it is 
one thing to gem them very highly, and another 
to exalt them ſo highly, as not to look over their 
| heads to their great Maſter, whaſe ſervants they 
are. How many, not duly conſidering the dif- 
ference there is between idolatry and genuine love, 
and forgetting that Miniſters are mer of the paſſions 
with others, often pour the moſt proſuſe encomiums 
on the earthen veſſel, while they ſeem nat to advert 
to. the valuable treaſure of which it is the vehicle * 
"MEN | Let 


680 


Let us beware of this, and be particularly cauti- 
ous of praiſing any man to his face, becauſe it 
ſavours of adulation, and is often of dangerous 


' conſequence, It was well obſerved by one, that 


« we cannot give or receive praiſe, but at the 
peril. of our ſouls.” For as Solomon ſays, Death 
and life are in the power of the tongue; and, A 
man that flaitereth his neighbour,  ſpreadeth a net 
for his feet. Prov. xvili. 21. xxix. 5. True zeal 
therefore dictates the neceſſity of neither giving, 
nor receiving praiſe. It deals mote in ſalutary 
reproof, than adulatory applauſe ; for, He that-re- 
buketh-a man, afterwards all find more favor, ye 
he that Fattereth with his tongue. Prov, xxviii. 


The truly-zealous perſon, from a knowledge 5 


his on beart, dreads to give praiſe to his brother 
as be would to adminiſter poiſon to his friend 
indiſpoſed. He knows that man is ſo naturally 
prone to ſelf · exaltation, that he needs ſomething 
rather to /ower, than to fell his fails. That good 
miniſter was certainly in the right, who ſaid to ſome 
of his Friends that applauded his miniſterial labors, 
' "Auferte ignem, adbiic enim paleas habeo. Take away 
your fre, for I ſtill have tinder within me.— I can- 
not help dropping a cautionary hint here to parents 
and. all who have the charge of young converts. 
O beware of praiſing them to their face; for by 
ſo doing, you will add fuel to their vanity, nur- 
ture the pride of their hearts, and defeat the very 
5 Oe” have in view. _— a promiſing 


_ 


cm) 
plant has been blaſted in its growth by a puff 
of intemperate applauſe, aehogn _ "og 
in the following lines : . % 
4 There are, ho watch t* adore the dawn of eraceỹ * 
And pamper the young proſelyte with praiſe-s red 


| | „ Kind, humble ſouls ! they with a right good will, ino: 
8 Admire his progreſs, till be ſtands—ſtock—Rtill,” 50 


# © 


I. 01 zeal is alſo known by its peril | 
That there is much of this diſingenuous temper 
among us, let the narrowneſs of profeſſors teſtify. 
Are not ſome ſo ridiculouſly ſwayed by an undue 
attachment to their o-]n party, that they can 
hardly ſpeak one favourable word concerning thoſe 
who differ from them? Heat them launch out 
into encomiums on thoſe who move within their 
. own circle, and you would imagine they were in- 
carnate angels, while all without it, in their eſtima- 
tion, ſeem to be mere novices. If they ſpeak of 
"the miniſlers ofs their own party, they extol them 
to the ſkies ; they are all non-pareils ; they are the 
men, and. wiſdom is to die with them? In ſhort, 
all their geeſe are ſwans. © Partiality ſs blinds their 
eyes that they cannot, or wilt not, ſee one blemiſh 
in their favorite Abſaloms.” They are all perfection 
and to attempt to point out one ſingle Ipot in 
theſe friow-white want, would be deemed high 
treaſon, and conſtrued into 'perſecution.” Per ne 
fint omnia protins alba. They may for me think 
all their own geeſe, ſwans: only let not "theſe 
partial anes be ſo violent in their cenſures- of ithe 
wer - B 4 ſwans 


0:8 
Fevans of another. party, as to repreſent them in 
the unfair colors they generally do. It has ſome - 
times cut me to the very heart, and raiſed all my 
diſguſt, to obſerve, to what abſurd, as well as 
ſhocking lengths, this unbounded partiality hurries 
ſome bigots. If they are ridiculouſly profuſe in 
their eulogiums on their own party, they are as 
ſhockingly. laviſh of their anathemas againſt thoſe 
who differ from them. If they ſpeak of other 
miniſters, ' who beg leave to differ from them, 
becauſe they cannot in conſcience fly in the face 
of revealed truth, they are ſure to depreciate their 
oe; and labors to the very uttermoſt. Such- 
za-one is quite dead“ —anotber is very doctcinal, | 
— dry” — a third 5 has ſome gifts; but no 
uation” —a fourth, becauſe he is 2 conſeientious 
feeder. of his own flock over which providence 
hach placed him, is * a poet, drys timid creature” 
.——& fifth,, becauſe he thinks it his indiſpenſable 
duty not to. contribute à fire - brand to conſume 
the peace of the church, is a down - ight coward” 
.—a ſixth, becauſe he dares to bear bis teſtimony 
againſt the favourite Diana of their party, is an 
. 4 ,afrant oppoſer of God's truth.“ And thus. if 
they. go through the characters of the moſt emi- 
ent ipillars, of the, church, . they, are ſure to fix 
. conſiderable” blots. on all. And if at any time 
they ſo far take leave of their. diſguſtful partiality, 
t acknowledge. /ome gopd in any, yet they take 
care 40 do it in ſuch a manner as ſtrongly to raiſe 
i - 2 | your 


1 


your ſuſpicions that all is not right. 4 guch- a- 


one is a good. man, but —. By 
this uncharitable, dead, parſe, and the exceptive 
but, they would have you to underfiand that ſome- 


thing evil is behind, which outweighs. the ' good. 


Thus by the hand of prejudice and curious pencil 
of partiality, every draught within the limits of 


their own party is an inimitable none-ſuch,. and 


every one beyond it an ugly caricature. 


12. My next charge againſt the profeſivrs of the 


St. Paul 


Zeal, is, a WANT OF FORBEARANCE» 


ſalutary exhortation, I therefore the priſiner of the 
Lorp, beſeech you, that ye walk worthy of the voca- 
tion wherewith ye are called, with all lowlineſs and 
meekneſs, with lang-ſuffering, forbeartng- one another 
in love, Eph. iv. 2. The Apoſtle Peter: enforces 
the ſame neceſſary exhortation, ſaying, Finally be 
ye all of one mind, having compaſſion one of another, 
love as brethren, be pitiful,: be courteous, 1 Pet. iii. 
8, St, James in his deſcription of heavenly 
wiſdom, ſays, It is firfl pure, then Praceable, 
gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, &c. James iii. 17. 

The beloved diſciple roundly affirms, that, if a man 
Jay, I love Gor, and hateth his brother, be it har. 
1 John iv. 20. And the great Apaſtle and High- 
Prieſt of our. profeſſion makes for bearing love the 


grand proof of our diſcipleſhip, Zy bl ſhell al 


B 5 men 


634 

men Inoto that ye are my diſciples, if ye have lone one to 
another. John xiii. 34. After reading ſuch paſſages 
as theſe ſo expreſs on the ſubject of chriſtian for- 
bearance, meekneſs, and love, ſhould we think that 
ſome profeſſors really believed they were to be found 
in the book of Gop ? Or is it poſſible ſo far to over- 
look theſe declarations of ChRISs TH and his Apoſtles, 
as to ſuppoſe, that ſome, who profeſs to be diſciples 
of the meek and loving Ixs us, act conliſtently with 


their NO ? 7 trow not. 


tz? 
: 


But let us examine matter of fact, and ſee if the 
charge of want of forbearance be not juſt, Is it not 
"undeniable that we are too ready to pronounce ſen- 
-tence "againſt a differing brother, becauſe he does 
not exactly coincide with our opinion? Do not 
ſome profeſſors fit in the ſeat of judgment, and in 
all the pride of ſelf-importance arraign their brother 
to the bar, and condemn him as a ftranger to one 
grain of real grace, or ray of divine light? The 
ervelty and unreaſonableneſs of ſuch conduct wilt 
appear in a ſtriking light if we conſider, that it is 
God's peculiar prerogative to judge; and that when 

any man dares to aſſume this incommunicable pri- 
vilege to himſelf, he ſadly forgets his place, and en- 
exoneches on the property of the ſearcher of hearts. 
Henee ſays the Apoſtle, He that ſpeaketh evil of 
his brother and judgeth his brother, ſpeaketh evil of the © 
tow,” and judgeth the law : but if thou judge the law, 
thou art not a-deer of the law, but a judge, There is 
FIR R - one 


e 
ont "BYE WY conſequently but one that has a 
right to Judge. James iv. Th 34. © OG 15 


— 


But perbape a warm teſpondennt will Wp Does 
* not the Apoſtle exhort us to-prove all things and 
«hold faſt that which is good? And am I not from 
« hence authorized to reject every opinion that is 
e erroneous, and to conclude: there is nothing at 
« all in the perſon who holds it?“ To the former 
part of your inference drawn from the Apoſtle's 
words I heartily aſſent; but againſt the latter I beg 
leave to throw in a blunt negative. How can you 
either by reaſon or ſcripture prove, that becauſe a 
perſon. is in ſome reſpects miſtaken, he is therefore 
deſtitute of all grace? Does not the Apoſtle ſay that 
tor ſee through a. glaſs darkly, and know but in part? 
1 Cor. xiii. 12. Since therefore our knowledge is 
ſcanty and imperfect, are we not conſequently liable 
to many miſtakes ? This you muſt acknowledge, 
unleſs you are an advocate for human infallibility, * 
And if a liableneſs to err may be compatible with 
the reality of grace, why then may not your dif- 
fering brother put in his claim, as + well as your era 


1 ſelf ? 
But his miſtakes are dreadfol'; his errors dan- 
ci gerous; and his whole ſyſtem nothing but wood, 
« hay and flubble.” (r) But are you a competent judge 
in this matter? Do you not view your brother and 
his miſtakes through an unfair medium ¶ If you be. 
B 6 hold 
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hold them with the magnifying-glaſs of party pre- 
judice, I am not ſurpriſed that every obje& appears 
fo monſtrous. Only remove the medium, and things 
will perhaps wear a more favourable aſpect. (2) 
But, ſuppoſe your brother is in ſome points errone- 
= ous, and has fallen into miſtakes. If you are free 
{11 08 from any, then caſt the firſt ſtone; but if you muſt 
1 join iſſue with David and ſay, 22 can underfland J 
his errors? then throw down your ſtones; leſt, while 
you are zealouſly employed in flinging them at your 
brother's head, ſome of them unavoidably reverbe- 

4 rate, and wound your own. (3) And let us even 
16 ſuppoſe that ſome of your brother's opinions deſerve 
| 1 no better name than that of wood, bay and flubblt : 

1 fill this will not juſtify you in repreſenting your a 
rather himſelf as an entice ſtranger to the goſpel; 
becauſe the Apoſtle in 1 Cor. iii. 15, ſuppoſing it 
a poſſible caſe for the foundation to be maintained, 
though the /uperfirufure be ſpurious, lays concern- 
ing the miſtaken builder, I any man's work fall 
de burned, he ſhall ſuffer loſs : but be himſelf ſhall be 
SAVED; yet ſo as by fire. You may level ten thou- 
ſand anathemas at him, yet obſerve, the mouth of 
inſpiration ſays, HE SHALL BE SAVED. You may 
uncharitably conſign your miſtaken brother and his 
Word, bay and /iubble to the ſame place of deſtruc- 
tion ; but thanks be to Gop ] he is in more graci- 
nus hands than yours; which will make a merciful 
difference, and faatch the per/an from the n 
mn his curl * ne 
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That in the mouth of two or three witneſſes this 
truth may be eſtabliſhed, give me leave to preſent 
you with the joint opinion of two eminent com- 
mentators, on the above paſſage of ſcripture, The 
fiſt is that of Dr. Guiſe. If the doQrines, which 
% any one has eſpouſed, through ignorance and 
ec miſtake, ſhall prove to be unſcriptural and falſe, 
te though not fundamentally erroneous; and fo ſhall 
6 — A and nullified, like concntatile and 
te combuſtible materials, which are burnt up, in- 
te flead of being preſerves and refined by fire; that 
„ man, how fond ſoever he were of them before, 
« ſhall loſe all the advantage which he vainly ex- 
tc pected from them: But he himſelf being founded 
* on CHRIST, as his rock and only ground of his 
faith and hope towards God for eternal life, and 
© not carried into licentiouſneſs by his other miſtaken 
ce notions, Shall be ſaved from the wrath to come; 
c though it be with apparent difficulty and danger; 
c which may be illuſtrated by a man's eſcaping with 
4e his life, through the fice that burns down his 
de houſe and conſumes his goods.” My other wit- 
neſs is the pious Mr. Henry. Commenting on 1 
Cor, iii. 1 5, he ſays, ** Thoſe, who hold the foun- 
& dation of chriſtianity, though they build wood, 
% bay and ſtubble upon it, may be ſaved. This may 
& help to ENLARGE OUR CHARITY, We ſhould 
«© not reprobate men for their wea#nejs ; for nothi 
& will damn men but wICKEDNEss.” Thus ſpeak 
theſe two catholic and judicious commentators. 


And 


66 
And TI muſt acknowledge their joint teſtimony 


weighs exceedingly with me, becauſe it perfedtly 
nns wich the Apoſtle's ern 


And now that I may abate ſomewhat 6 your 
intemperate warmth againſt your brother, give me 
leave to draw you off for a moment from him, and 
to point you to another object, againſt which your 
zeal may with great juſtice be levelled. The ob- 
ject I refer to, you will find in the following text. 
If any man defile the temple of Gon ; him will Gop 
 deftroy © For the temple of God #s holy, 1 Cor: iii. 17. 
The Apoſtle having in verſe 13— 15, ſtated the 
cafe of a perſon in ſome reſpects erroneous, and yet 
upon the foundation, deduces the ' charitable infe- 
"rence we have already conſidered. But, that he 
might give a proper check to the hot ſpirit of ſome 
diſputatious malecontents, whom he ſharply rebukes 
in the beginning of the chapter, he now proceeds 
in the verſe above cited, to ſhew who they are that 
are in real danger; namely, ſuch as defile the temple 
of God. Theſe the Apoſtle does not ſpare ; but 
with his uſual faithfulneſs declares, that Gon will 

defirey them. But what if their heads be clear and 
their notions orthodox? This will not ſave them: 
For the Apoſtle ſays, if ANY man defile the temple of | 
Gov, be his pretences and figure in the church ever 
. fo great, his abilities ever ſo conſpicuous, and his 
opinions ever fo orthodox; yet deſtruction will be 
25 ate : And he aſſigns this as the reaſon ; For the 
temple 


1 


e Fy 


1 


hs. LY 
temple of GoD is holy ; adding his favourite caution, 


Let no man deceive himſelf. ver. 18. 


Now does it not manifeſtly appear from the drife 
of the Apoſtle's reaſoning, that a man may in /ame 
points be erroneous, whoſe heart is right with Gop ? 
And that another, whofe opinions are orthodox, 
may be a defiler of God's temple 7 That the former, 
notwithſtanding his miſtakes, ſhall be ſaved? And 
the latter, with all his boaſted orthodoxy, be deſtroy- 
ed? 1 declare folemnly, for my own part, I had 
rather be in the place of that man, whole life i 1s 
adorned with the fruits of righteouſneſs, though his 

opinions are muddy, than ſtand the chance of any 
pompous profeſſor, whofe judgment is clear, but 
who holds ae truth in unrighteouſneſs. 


1 158 then is the object at which I would exhort 
you to level your moſt pointed arrows of cutting re- 
proof; namely, THE DEFILER OF GOD's TEM» 
PLE. If your indignation muſt burn, let it be againſt 
fin, and its devotees, Here you may empty your 
quiver again and again, and yet never be juſtly 
charged with ſeverity. Sin is the common enemy 
of Gop and his people; and all who love it are 
rebels againſt the majeſty of heaven. Purſue this 
monſter and his infernal train with unabated aſſi- 
duity and burning zeal. Hunt him out of all his 
turking places; and tho' you ſhould find the mon- 
Ker ſometimes wrapping himſelf in the ſheep's 


clothing 


3 
_ 
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clothing of a foie profeſlion, but acting the wolf 


notwithſtanding, ſpare him not. Tear off the garb 


from the hypocritical thief's back, and' with whom- 
ſoever he is found, ſhew bim no quarter. Expoſe 
his God-diſhonouring nature to public view ; and 
though he ſhould plead in his excuſe, that he has 


worn his profeſſing robe for years, and has been | 


chriſtened by the ſoft name of zbe ſpot of God's 
children ; yet let not your eye pity, nor your hand 
ſpare. Bring forth the delicate Agag, who fondly 
faid to himſelf, ſurely the bitterneſs of death is paſt; 
and, with faithful Sammel, hew him to pieces with 
the ſword of the ſpirit, 


And if your pious, (though i in ſome reſpects miſ- 


taken) brother, deſire to join you in making a ſtand 


againſt the common enemy, prevent him not, 4% 
haply you be found even to fight again Gop. That 
you may be induced to accept heartily his affiſtance, 
be pleaſed to conſider how gieat is the diſpropor- 
tion in point of number, between the real, and pre- 
zended, friends of the Bridegroom ! We ſwarm with 
the latter; but the former are thinly ſown. There 
is hardly a ſpot in the vineyard, where theſe tares 
are not to be found in vaſt abundance : And ſo 
amazing is tneir incieale in thaſe parts, which have 
been moſt plentifully watered wich goſpel ordinan- 
ces, that we have reaſon to fear, when the trees of 


the, vineyard ſhall be ſhaken in the day of the 
Lord, inſtead of the genuine produce of the vine, 


there 


n 
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there will be found plenty of the rotten grapes of 
Sodom; and that when thus it fhall be in the midſt 
of the land among the people, there ſhall be only as the 


ſhaking of an olive tree, and as the gleaning grapes 


when the vintage is dont, #ws or three berries in the top 


of the uppermoſt bough, four or fue in the ourmeſ fruit- 
Tul branches thereof. Ia. xxiv. 13. xvii. 6. 


O then ſhould we not join together in pointing 
out the barren trees in the vineyard, inſtead of hin- 
dering each other in the work ? If my brother be 
deſirous to join me in ſearching Jeruſalem as with 
candles, that we may find out the men that are ſettled 
upon their lees, and the careleſs daughters that are 
at caſe in Zion; ſhall 1 ſpurn his kind aſh be- 
cauſe forſooth 1 think my candle a  flambeau, and his 
only a diply- burning taper ? Is not the ſmalleſt ac- 
ceſſion of light deſirable upon ſo important an oc- 
cafion ' | If, be wiſh to aſſiſt me in building the walls 


9 


of our Fruſalem ; ſhall 1 level thoſe weapons at 


bim, which { ſhould with Greater Juſtice uſe * 


our common oppolers ? 


Are there no outward NH no inteſtine 
4 that I thus fall upon my brother? No Sab- 
 bailats without ? No Fudaſes within? No ſly Anti- 
-nomians ̃ ere. rangers ? nor filthy Nicolai- 
tans, who turn the 'of Gop into laſciviouſ- 


i w ? If we want e . for our polemic turn, 


the preſent fate of the church will afford lacus ad 
and ampl, r a large field for action. Lock 
| round 


1 
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round you, and ſee what ſwarms of empty profef- 
ſors there are on every ſide, You may eaſily know 


them, by their large heads and little feet. They are 


monſtrous births.; rickety children, Some have got 
golden heads, adorned with the modern gilding of 


ñne · ſpun tenets ; but like Nebuchadnezzar's image, 


their feet are of clay. Opinions float in their heads; 
but the world rules in their hearts. They are in the 
church, like drones in a hive. Though they. make 
Aa great noiſe, and their buzzing be louder than that 
of common dees. yet they gather! no boney, but help 


| to conſum me e the ſtock. Clouds they. are without water, 


"carried about of * winds ; ; "tree, whoſe fruit withereth, 
without fruit, #wice dead, plucked up by the.roots, Jude 
12, They traverſe allot from church to church, 
and yet are nothing profited z as their leanneſs of 
"fout demonſtrates. They are ſwift to hear ; but it 


is merely to iticize. And after they have heard a 
ſermon, inftead of chewing the cud, and digeſting the 


manna by meditation and prayer, perhaps they go 
home, full-fraught with diſguſt againſt the preacher, 


becauſe he did not in every reſpect fuit their fancy; 


and immediately give vent to their unhappy temper, 
by wantonly abuſing the; perſon, for whom they 
ſhould earneſtly pray. Or perhaps their diſguſt car- 
- ried them to ſuch lengths, as to make them leave 
1 my 1 n t which can _— hairs in FR 


1:4 10 of 


{ey ring We ws; 
.: whey I ae that fouve wanton peofeflhes will even ſhew-their- diſguſt 


« by leaving the church, ſhould the 2 miniſter not happen in all 


things 


( 43 ) 
of divinity ; but, like the unclean beaſts under the 
law, they do not part the hoof; their feet are not 


| pang. from the path of ſinners. And thus theſe 


petulant 


: ig to ſuit their taſte ; I beg leave to inform him of the following 


fact, the truth of which was authenticated to myſelf on the very ſpot 
where it happened. — A lately deceaſed miniſter of the goſpel, whoſe 
refldence was in a very populous pariſh in a neighbouring county, was 
one day, not long before his death, officiating in the church, of which 
he was the ſtated curate, After he had gone through the ordinary 
prayers, and was aſcending the pulpit, in order to finiſh the ſervice 
with a lecture, ſome profeſſors, who had entertained a groundlefs 
prejudice againſt this gracious miniſter, . immediately left the church.; 

and, as they were making their very extraordinary exit, reflected 
on him in a moſt unchriſtian and diſreſpectful manner. Nor- 
there ſeems to be in ſuch conduct a cluſter of peculiar aggravations; if 


we conſider, that the delinquents on this oceaſion were profiſers, who 


ſhould ſhew a greater degree of forbearance than others: That the place 
which they left with ſuch public indecorum, was their own pariſh 
church: That hereby they laid a fad example” before the wicked ; 
That contrary to the candor: of Nicodemus, they judged before” they 
beard : That the officiating miniſter was not a ranger, but one placed 
over them by providence ; whom it was their duty to encourage, and 


not thus ſhamefully to diſcourage ; And that he was not a dreadful 


heretic, but one who preached falvation through the blood and righte- 


ouſneſs of CAR IST, and adorned the doctrine of Gon our Saviour in 
all things, I ſay adorned; for I had the pleaſure of being perſonally 


acquainted with him, and know he felt the powver of the truths he 
preached ; as his experience in his laſt moments abundantly teſtiſied. 


But becauſe he did not in all things coincide with theſe religious male- 


contents, therefore they treated him with ſuch unbecoming petulance. 
I look upon the ſpirit of ſuch profeſſors to be of the very quinteſſence 
of Antinomianiſm ; and humbly apprehend that every miniſter of 
Cunx is ſhould bear his teſtimony againſt it. What a pity that any 
ſhould add fuel to ſuch unhallowed fire, when we conſider that it burns 

too vehemently among profeſſors already! Si non ſatis ſua ſponte ** 
N inftiga, ; 


( 44 ) 


petulant Miriamt, contemptuous Michals, and wan- 
ton Feſhuruns, go on, deceiving and being decei ved, 
till at laſt they go down to the grave with a lye in 
their right hand, and drop into hell from under the 


very pulpit. 
And are theſe things ſo? Are our enemies with- 
out and within, ſo numerous, ſo potent, ſo fly ? 
Then furely this ſhould awaken all our zeal to join 
hand and heart with our brethren againſt them. 1 
remember it was uſual with the Greeks in making 
an affault upon any walled town, to cover their 
heads with their ſhields locked one in another; and 
under this temporary pent-houſe to ſcreen them- 
ſelves from the darts of the enemy ; and the batal- 
lion thus defended inſertis clypeis, was called a pha- 
lanx, Oh that chriſtian combatants would learn 
from heathen ſoldiers, thus to lock their divine 
ſhields together ! Then would they be ſecured from 
the darts of the wicked ; for, their glorious covert 
would preſerve them invuinerable. Then would 
they proceed in the ſtrength of united faith, like 
a formidable phalanx, againft their adverſaries, and 
make Satan's kingdom tremble to the very centre; 
while Nil drſperandum Cr REST duce, q ſhining as the 
glorious motto in their flaming banner would ſteel 
their breaſts with invincible fortitude, and make 
them go forward, bold as lians, to the conquelt of 
re criumphantly ſhouting, down with it, down 
with 


8 We muſt deſpair of nothing, when Cas 1sT is our x leader, 
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with it, even to the ground, But when Satan by his 
artifices can prevail on CnR1sT's ſoldiers to unlock 
their ſhields, and, inſtead of being an united Phulunx, 
to become a body diſunited, then the old Serpent 
gains his ends: For his infernal motto is, Divide & 


impera. þ. 


- If after all I have faid to inculcate forbearance 
and promote brotherly love, you are determined to 
fall on your differing brother ; yet let me intreat you 
to beware of judging his perſon. If I ſee my brother 
inadvertently ſnatch ſome unhallowed fire from the 
altar of error, T will treat that with a proper feve- 
rity ; but I will ſpare the cenſer, (his perſon) becauſe 
I believe it to be conſecrated to the Lox. (1) Per- 
haps your brother is only in the twilight of divine 
illumination, and therefore ſees men, as trees, walk- 
ing. © Gor” (as Luther ſays) 't is enlightening him 
&« beam by beam.” If you will only wait a little, per- 
haps he may come up to you, and fee as clearly as 
yourſelf: Yea I am certain he will outſtrip you, if 
you ſpend your time in beholding the mate in bis eye, 
while you advert not to the b-am in your own, No- 
thing hurts the ſpiritual ſight of profeſſors more than 
an intenſe ſcrutiny into the failings of others, where 
our own faults are overlooked. The different con- 
duct of the Galatians exemplifies this truth. While 
their hearts burned with the holy fire of divine love, 
they would have plucked out their eyes for the Apoſtle 
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Paule But when the unhallowed flame of party zeal 


took place, they then uſed their 2yes for another pur- 
- poſe ; namely, to ſpy out the Apoſile's failings, and 
not to look into their own hearts: The conſequence 
of which was, that they began to bite and devour one 
another, and in their wranglings about the ſhadow, 
they let go the ſub/ance. (2) Tho? your brother in 
ſome points of doubtful diſputation may be miſtaken; 
yet does he not adorn the goſpel in his temper and 
walk. notwithſtanding ? Yea, perhaps he glorifies 
Gop in his life more than yourſelf, with all your 
boaſted orthodoxy, If this be really the caſe, then 
have you not cauſe to fear that he feels more of the 
power of divine truth than you do ? And ſhould you 
not excel him in the practice of truth, before you 
arraign his principles? When ſome of the clergy of 
the church of England once complained to biſhop 
Burnet that the Puritan miniſters encroached on 
their parochial charge, the pious Prelate filenced the 
complainants, by ſaying, „ Out-live, out-labor, 
«© qut-preach them.” So if you would wiſh to re- 
commend your own principles, do it by exemplary 
holineſs ; and if you mean to annibilate your. bro- 
ther, be fure it be by our living him; leſt, while 
there appears a ſtrange diſparity between your prin- 
ciples and practice, you give occaſion to ſuſpect the 
truth of the former, when there ſubſiſts ſo manifeſt 
inconſiſtency i in the Jatter. If you ſee more. clearly, 
then you ſhould walk more cloſely than your bro- 
err If your — be more pure, ſo ſhould 

1 your 
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your practice. 3) Do. you forget. that there was 


a time when you yourſelf ſaw very confuſedly the 
points, for which you now contend ſo furiouſly ? 
Should you not therefore extend the ſame compaſ- 
fionate forbearance to others, which it would have 
been juſt to have ſhewn you, in your infantine ſtate? 


Would you not think that man an idiot or a wan- 


ton barbarian, who would unmercifully fall upon 
a little child, becauſe he was not equal in ſtrength 
and ſtature to an adult? And yet this abfurd'and 
cruel part that man acts, who, forgetting that he 
himfelf once under/{ood as à child, falls foul with his 
brother, becauſe he has not arrived at a ffate of 
religious maturity. There is as great a difference 
in the ſtature of ſouls, as of bodies; in the growth of 
Chriſtians, as of all other things: See 1 John, it. 12, 
— 14. Art thou then one of the zalle/among thy bre- 
thren ? Shew the height of thy ſpiritual diſcoveries 


by the depth of thy condeſcenſion to the loweſt, 


Art thou a firarig man in CHRIsT ? Then ſhew thy 


ſtrength, by bearing the burden of thy weak brother, 


and fo fulfill the law of CHRIsT. Gal, vi. 2. Art 
thou a father in underſtanding? ſhew the greatneſs 
of thy knowledge by thy fatherly bowels and ten- 
derneſs towards the little ones. Perhaps thy brother 
is not as thou wouldſt have him; but he is a g 
man. There is ſomething in him thou doſt not like; 
but is there nothing thou doſt? He is in ſome things a 
miſtaken ; but thou canſt not ſay but he i is right | in 


be Muft the good be thrown away with che 
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bad? What then will become of thee, if Gop ſhould 

uſe thee thus? Thou art hiding, excuſing, denying, 
or (which is worſe) perhaps defending the evil that i is 
in thyſelf, and thy party; but art owning and mag- 
nifying the good. Thou art blind to all the good that 
is in thy differing brother, and aggravateſt the evil. 
Yau think your own darkneſs to be light, becauſe 


it hath ſome glimmerings : And call your brother's 


light derkne/s, becauſe ſome darkneſs may be ming- 
led with it. But if we conſult: the ſpirit of the goſ- 
pel, it will teach us to think the worf! of ourſelves, 
and the 5% of others; to call ourſelves the chiefeſt 
of ſinners, and the leaſt of ſaints; to be awdg4 con · 


cerning the good, and ſzvere againſt the evil in our- 


ſelves; to cover the evil, and ſingle out the good 
in our brother; not to rate ap his infirmities and 
weakneſſes, but to cover a e of en, 22 


Before I Seele this part f my ſubjeR, permit 
me to advertize you of one thing, to which perhaps 
in the heat of your career, you do not ſufficiently 
attend. Nothing lays a man more open to Satan's 
aſſaults, or ſooner ſuhjects him to the power of 
temptation, than that bitter ſpirit which L have en- 
deavoured to expoſe. Whenever I ſee any perſon 
actuated by it, I tremble for him, fearing leſt he 
ſhould be on. the very-eve of a fall: And deed [ 
have often obſerved, that Gon for wiſe reaſons per- 
mits ſuch ſelf potent, cenſorious prefeſſors. to. give a 


glaring proof of that weakneſs far which they un- 


. chriſtian 
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chriſtian their brother, that they may thereby learn 
to know themſelves, and to bear with others. Pride 
goeth befare dyſtructian, and a haughty look before' a 
fall. Prov. If therefore you would conſult your own 
ſafety; if you would wiſh to promote the peace 
of Zion, and to be inſtrumental in healing thoſe wide 
breaches which her own children have made; if the 
amiable character of a peace- mater be dear in your 
eyes, and you deſire the bleſſings annexed to that 
character; if you would give a folid proof of the 
genuineneſs of your profeffian ;.and if you would pay 
any regard to the dying requeſt of the Loxp Jzsvs, 
who a little before his ſufferings ſaid, This it my 
commandment, that ye love one another, John xv. 12. 
I ſay, if theſe conſiderations have any weight with 
you, let me intreat you, for your own ſake, for the 
ſake of the church, and for CHRisT's ſake, to ſeek 
peace and enſue it. Then ſhall. you be a happy 
poſſeſſor of that which far excrads in n every 
earthly conſideration, , - _ d3nv2p 4061 


| ee The ſoul's calm ſan-ſhine, iy the heart- fete 3 joys 
TIM Which none can give, and none ſhould e er an 


5 "ue Len; Falſe u is of: a iranſlons e 
like the morning cloud, or early dew that paſſeth 
away. It is like a puff of gun- powder; makes a 
great noiſe for a while, and then is heard no more. 
It is vox et preterea nihil;, a fluctuating meteor, that 
ſurpriſes us with its ſudden — and equally 
0 with its ſudden 2 what ſad in- 


ſtances 


( 390 ) 
ſtances does the preſent' flate of the church afford 
us, of perſons, who ſet out with a moſt vehement 
zeal at the beginning 3 ſeemed to promiſe great 
: things, and carty all before them; who are now 
like the ſnuff of 'anvextinguiſhed taper, devoid of 
any apparent life! This muſt be the conſequence 
of all unhallowed fire, not taken from Goy's altar. 
Though it may blaze exceedingly for a while, and 
make a great noiſe, like the crackling of thorns under 
a pot, (to uſe the Miſe. man's ſimilitude) yet, being 
kindled by s ELV, and fed with the fuel of pride 
and ſelf- ee it ien in ieee and ends 
in darknoſs. | 


But true ⁊cal, on the contrary, is # gradually- 
increaſing and continuing fire. Its light may be 
ſometimes obſcured by the ſmoke of inferniey, and 

ies heat abated through the power of temptation ; 
but it is never totally extinguiſned. Many waters 
cannot quench it, neither can the floods drown the 
heavenly ſpark, The Sun of righteouſneſs hath im- 
parted it, and by his power it is preſerved from total 
extinction. Hereby, like the fire on the altar of the 
ſanctuary, it is kept ever burning, with a gradual 
increaſe of light and heat, till, freed from all its 

5 n it is en. in glory. 


Jes may ealdy be e from the preceding ob: 
fervations, that my deſign is not to diſcountenance, 


or a cold water on true zeal, but to diſtinguiſh 
it 
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it from its counterfeit. The Lox p knows we have 
ſo much of the latter, and enjoy ſo little of the 
former, that we may with great propriety join 
iſſue with the prophet, in acknowledging that our 
Silver is become aroſs, our wine mixed with, water. 
If. i. 22. May the LorD revive his work in the 
midſt of us, as in times paſt! May he rectify our 
diſorders, heal all our breaches, and make us burn 
and ſhine more, to the praiſe of en and his 
own glory! 2210“ 5 Ado Su gu ne 


Before T LR Ss theſe. objeryations, I cannot 
help dropping a few cautionary hints to ſuch as are 
actuated by a true zeal for the advancement of the 
glory of God, a | 


1. Beware of drawing haſty concluſions: either 
etz or againſt, thoſe who appear to have a zeal for 
Gon. It may be genuine, and it may not. It is 
ſafeſt, therefore, to ſuſpend judgment, till ſomething 
appears in the conduct which fundamentally claſhes 
with the truth of Gop: and as it is the Lok p alone 
who ſearcheth the heart, and knoweth what is in 
man, we ſhould be very cautious of claiming that 
prerogative which is peculiar to himſelf alone, An 
error on the fide of charity, is the moſt excuſable 
of any other. For want of attending to this, how 
many have ruſhed into precipitate cenſure,” and 
condemned the deportment, We it has been 

truly eee b 30 162% Bo 2248 | 
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2. If there be abundant reafon to infer, from pu- 
rity of principle and practice, that the zeal of any 
individual is of the right kind, it is our duty to give 
encouragement fo ſuch. I have known ſome luke 
warm profeſſors throw cold water on the zealous 


fire of the burning and ſhining lights in the church, 


from an envious principle, becauſe that was conſpi- 


cuous in their walk, of which they were deftitute 


themſelves. Whereas it would be much more be- 
coming the character of the diſciples of CRRIST, 
to rejoice when they diſcover a ſpark of heavenly 


_ Zeal in any, and to blow it into a flame. When 


Paul the aged wrote to his ſon Timothy, he did 
not lay, like ſome frozen-hearted profeſſors, « You 
< are too zealous, You muſt come down from 
© the mount, &c. No. This wodld not be to act 
the patt of a zealous veteran of the Lok D JssS. 
On the contrary, though Timothy was a flar im the 
church, diffuſive. of light and heat in an eminent 
degree, yet his ſpiritual father ſtrives to make him 
burn and ſhine with increaſing ſervor and zeal, and 
therefore exhorts him to be izſſant in ſeaſon and aut 
of ſeaſen ; to ſtir up the gift of GOD tbat was in him, 
And thus ſhould we act towards all who appeat to 
be prompted by a true zeal for the intereſt, of the 
Redeemer's kingdom; knowing that a blefling js 


e et who. W ef nen 


3. Take « care left your "neal ſhould a aa time _ 
generate into a * precipitate, cenſorious, proud, 
judging 


6 

judging temper. It is really poſſible to commit fin 
even in the vindication of the truth, where it is 
recommended with undue warmth, a magiſterial 
air, or unguarded abruptneſs. It is matter of lamen- 
tation to obſerve, how remote the conduct of ſome 

is from that meehne/s of wiſdom, recommended in the 
goſpel. Such a rugged, ferocious aſperity runs thro' 

their whole behaviour, that one would i imagine them 
rather to be diſciples of the ſour nic, than of the 
meek and lowly Jesus. Whenever, then, we ſpeak 
for the LokD, let us 'endeavour to ſhew, that our: 
zeal bears the lineaments'of Love; that it is by that 
generous, benevolent, compaſſionate principle we are 
conſtrained to bear a teſtimony for our Lord and 
Maſter. Reproofs dictated by intemperate heat of 
mind ſeldom profit: they are like ſcalding potions, 
from which we haftily draw away the head, as un- 
willing to digeſt them,” Whereas exhortations pro- 
ceeding from Love, ſteal like oll into the bones, 
and inſſnuate themſelves with every fibre of the heart, 
Nothing is ſo purgative as 2 A when it is an 


h mfunoti of LOVE. 


Love can how down the ſtubborn neck, 
1 de ſtone to. fleſh convert; 
Soften, and melt, and pierce, and break... 
An adamantine heart, | | 
4. Let me beſeech you, pious reader, to guard 
ag inſt the cenſorioufneſs and bitter zeal of ſome 
profeſſors, who upon every trifling occaſion ate ready 
WS: to 
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| to:call for fire from Heaven upon their brethres, who 


differ from them. Such perſons know not what man- 
ner of ſpirit they are of. There is too much of the 
Salamander in their diſpoſuion, but very little of the 
pacific: nature of the Dove. As they love to exiſt in 
the fiery element of contention, they are thereofre 
utter ſtrangers to the heavenly flame of divine love, 
and to that ſweet ſerenity of mind which is enjoyed 
by thoſe who learn of JESUs to be meet and lowly in 
heart. For, as good Mr, Flauel ſays, They who 
* make no conſcience of peace, will never enjoy 
t peace of conſcience.” If you would wiſh the proſ- 
perity of your.own ſoul, and would conſult the peace 
of the church, keep at the utmoſt diſtance from ſuch 
religions Sg-amanders. Take none of their conten- 
tious fire into your boſom ; for if you do, your ſoul 
will ſmart for it. It will obſtruQ your communion 
with the Gop of love; it will give a tincture of 
acid to your temper ; make, you appear moroſe and 
overbekring; foment jealouſies, and nurture evil 
ſurmiſings; prevent you from enjoying the power of 
religion; and, in ſhort, the unholy flame, by mar- 
ring the divine image within, will render you un- 
comfortable to yourſelf, and diſagreeable to thoſe 


about you. And though you ſhould ſee perſons, in 


other reſpects eminent, under the influence of this 


bitter zeal, yet remember you are not to follow any 


man living farther than he follows CHRIST. The 
eminence of any individual by no means alters the 


nature of the thing; for in whomloever it is found, 
| this 
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this: temper deſerves no better name than that of the 
fre of hell. And if at any time you ſee hot- headed 
zealots burried to immoderate lengths by this rang. 
Fre, attempt not to extinguiſh it by retaliation; be- 
caufe by ſo doing you would pour oil on the flame 
and make it burn the fiercer ; but uſe the ſoft engine 
of gentle admonition, and ſcriptural perſuaſion ; and 
if this be not effeQual to quench the pernicious fire, 


then bave recourſe to our LornD's method, who thus 


interceded for his murdering perſecutors, Father, 
err them; 3.for Mech ws net n 1 5 


IE If Sha are one of thoſe, ſn by. their office 
are moe immediately called to vindicate the truths 
of the goſpel, let me remind you of the Apoſtle's ad- 
monition, Put on, as the elact of Gon holy and belsued, 
bowels of mer cies, kinduſe, humbleneſs of mind, meebneſs, 
long- ſuffering ; Col. iii. 12. In this text the Apoſtle 
preſents you with a precious cluſter of Canaan's grapes, 
from whence you are to ſuck that nectareous juice, 
which will correct the natural acrimony of your 
ſpirit, and prove an efficacious antidote againſt that 
poiſon of bitter zeal which lays waſte the vineyard 
of the LorD. If you put en this lovely array of 
kindneſs, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, &c. it will be as an 
ornament. of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy 
neck, The moſt ſhining gifts without it are but 
ſplendida peccata. And though ſome, who are them 
ſelves unacquainted with the benign influence of 
— graces, may be captivated with your abilities, 

81 : yet 


1 
yet to thoſe who know that the &ing's daughter is all 
glorious WITHIN, they will appear but as gaudy and 
ſuperficial trappings. The Apoftle Peter repreſents 
a meet and quiet ſpirit as the grand ornamental-dreſs 
of the hidden man of the heart. 1 Pet. iii. 44 And 
certain I am that without this inward adorning, 
which it in the fight of Go of great price, the moſt 
gorgeous apparel of a pompous profeſſion will avail 
no more before Gop that reguireth truth in the 
;nward paris, than the ſcarlet coloured garb of the 
Mother of Harlots, If therefore you think yourſelf 
called to enter the field in vindication of what you 
think truth, ſee that together with your polemic 
dreſs, you put on the lovely robe of the before · men- 
tioned ſhining : graces; and while you are brandiſh- 
ing your controverſial ſword, if its edge be uncom- 
monly keen, be ſure that it is made fo, not by the 
corroding waters of your own malign ſpirit, but by 
the ſoft oil of divine love: Dip your pen not in the 
ſtygian wave of ſevere cenſure and perſonal invec- 
tive, but in the peaceful and healing ſtream of Chriſ- 
tian forbearance and brotherly love. Fall not upon 
your antagoniſt like a violent ſtorm of hail, but like 
the gently · diſtilling dew on the tender herb: Con- 
tend as much as thou wilt for what thou believeſt 
to be the truth of God ; but let it be by ſuch wea- 
pons as the goſpel allows. Thy brother is ready to 
receive thy arguments ; but not thy blaws, Overcome 
him by the holinefs and ſweetneſs of thy life, by 
the word of God, and * dut never expect 
f to 
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to bring him to undeiſtand thy mind, by knocking 
out his brains. Be as zealous as thou wilt for what 
thou ealleſt truth; but take heed how thou putteſt 
the authority and ſtamp of God on thy own opini- 
ons, and how in contending for them. thou letteſt 
go brotberſy love, If thy reſentment burn againſt thy 
differing brother, whoſe life and practice of the 
eſſentials of religion i is unblamable; tis a plain ſign 


thy zeal is more for thy own ſuppoſed, than thy 


brother's real good; thy party's,. than the public 
benefit; thy Diana, than thy GoD. Beſides; haſt 
thou nothing elſe to do with thy anger and indigna- 
tion, than to fall thus upon thy brother? Surely thou 
mayeſt find other enemies within or without, who 
do all get an advantage over thee, whilſt thou art 
quarrelling with thy brother. Why. ſhould not the 
common enemies make us put an end to plus quam 
— lala, Wen mera ſthen Sip, wary en * 

** nk, bally * all is W. 
which may have the appeatance thereof. It is an 
old, but true proveib, All is not gold, that gliſ - 
ters.“ Some, who look no farther than the ſurface 
of things, have often miſtaken mere animal fire, or 
the furious diving of a hot-headed bigot, for haly 
zeal. Hence it is, that a preacher, who gives him - 
ſelf an air of, effrontery in the pulpit, and has accuſ- 
tomed himſelf to a loud, audacious, and perhaps un · 
charitable mode of addreſs, is often called a zealous 
nin Her, and his chundering vociferations dignified 
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with the titles of /ife,. power of Go, &c, &c, while 
a more modeſt ſpeaker, whoſe humble addrefs be- 
ſpeaks humility and love, but whoſe word is more 
genuinely powerful than that of the former, ſhall be 
called a dry preacher, But God is neither in the wind, 
the earthquake, nor the fire of raſh, boiſterous decla- 
mation, but in the Hill ſmall voice of loving, ſcriptural 
perſuaſion. The former may act mechanically on the 
paſſions, but the latter ſtorms and takes the heart. 
The former may be compared to a rattling tranſient 
ſhower, which wets only the ſurface of the ground; 

while the latter, like a gently-falling but continued 
rain, ſoaks deep into the earth, and waters the roots | 
as well as branches of the trees. I do nut mean 

hereby to condemn a lively, zealous, intrepid addreſs 
from the pulpit. On the contrary, confidering how 
great is the trimming timidity of many who preach 
the goſpel, and what à ſmall portion of faithful, diſs 
intereſted, impartial zeal is amongſt us, I would wiſh 
to ſay any thing that might correct our Juke-warm- 
neſs, and make us altogether in a flame for Gop. 
But I make this remark to expoſe the abſurdity of 
thoſe” who make miniſteriaf power inſeparably con- 
nected with a loud voice, and much words, where 
perhaps the matter is nothing but a confuſed jargon, 
without ſenſe or meaning. Nor would I be under- 
ſtood to affirm, that every preacher whoſe addreſs is 
ſonorous and aukward, is conſequently not truly zea- 
lous. All I mean, by what I have ſaid on this head, 


is, that”! true zeal does. not 63—— confiſt in the 
a manner, 
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manner, and that it is frequently to be found, where 
leaſt expected. I am conſcious the church hath its 
ſons of thunder, as well as ſons of conſolation ; and that 
both are very uſeful according to their reſpective gifts, 
I believe alſo, that there are mimics of both charac- 
ters, eſpecially of the former, who are neither the one 
nor the other in reality. In order therefore to diſtin- 
guiſh who are truly zealous miniſters, it is neceſſary 
that we take a view of their deportment out of the 
pulpit, as well as in it. If there be a correſpondence 
between their preaching and practice; if, while in the 
pulpit, they thunder againſt fin, and out of it, reprove 
it in others, and mortify it in themſelves, walking 
holily and humbly ; then we have all the reaſon in 
the world to conclude ſuch perſons are truly zealous. 
But if while a miniſter in his public declamations 
betrays much fite in diſcuſſing religious points, and 
yet walks in pride, malice, ſenſuality, love of the 
world, fear of man, &c. though he were to ſpeak 
with the tongues of men and angels, I would not 
heſitate one moment to affirm, that his zeal is not 
of the right kind, becauſe not univerſal. For true 
zeal prompts a miniſter, not only to e WELL, 
but alſo to live WEIT. 1 


7. If your zeal for the Lon p of hoſts hath abated 
of its former vigor, O take ſhame to yourſelf for 
thus requiting the Lord! Pray to him, that he 
would revive his work in your ſoul, and humble you 


under a ſenſe of your paſt ingratitude, It is mani- 
| 7 felt 


feſt to every diſcerning eye, that the ſpirit of the 
church of Laedicea is pouring in upon us like a flood. 
Many profeſſors have drunk deep into the ſoporific 
waters of lukewarmneſs, and are therefore ſupine 
almoſt as other men. We ſwarm with /umbering 
virgins on the right hand and on the left. It is a 
mercy if the Loxp does not rouſe them from their 
drowſineſs by the alarming voice of the overflowing 
fcourge, and purge away their Jukewarmneſs by the 
bitter draught of ſevere judgments; Awake for ſhame, 
then; ye flothful profeſſors.” The Dalilab of this world 
hath ſhorn your locks ; your former ſtrength is gone; 
your frame is totally enervated; and the Phili/lines 
are upon yon: Your ſpititual che mubes are watching a 
fair opportunity to bring you out as a ſpectaele of 
ſport to themſelves, and as objects of concern to the 
people of Gop. O then ariſe, and Hufe your ſelves 
From the duſt, that lies thick upon your garments 
through ſpiritual Noth. ' Strengtben the things: which 
remain, that are ready to die. Repent; and do your firſt 
works, left, by paſſing from one ſtage of backſliding 
to another, you at length bring a reproach on the 
cauſe of CuhRISs T, and get all your bones broken by 
a woful fall. Up therefore, and be doing, and the 
Lok p will be with you. But, be ſure you begin at 
home firſt. Search your own heart diligently for the 
Achan, and when found, lay it before the Lon p; 
and then may you ſucceſsfully deal with the hearts 


| of otherr, Whereas, without this you will either 
FEY grow 
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grow weary of the Lon b's work, or. abominabiy | 
1 in it. Be zealous therefore, and repent, 


8. Laſtly ; 3 If che Lokp huh quickened you in 
this day of degeneracy, and yow feel your heart 
dtawn out in an ardent deſtie to glorify CHRIST IMI 
body and ſpirit, which are his; O beware of grow- 
ing cold. Many things from: without, and from 
within, will concur to damp your zeal, You will be 
ſure to meet with oppoſition from gainfayers ; and 
this you expect, knowing, that ſuch. as are barn after 
the fleſh, will. perſecute thoſe that are born after the 
ſpirit. But you muſt alſo look out for diſcourag2meat 
from ſome. velvet-mouthed profeſſors, who, with 
words ſmoother than oil, but dangerous as the poi - 
ſon of aſps, will labor to diſſuade you from a ſtrict, 
zealous walk. There ever were, and ever will be 
certain daughters of Jeruſalem, profeſſors in the viſi- 
ble church, who are not hearty friends of the Bride- 
groom. From ſuch turn away. With a ſingle eye 
and faithful heart nakedly follow a naked Jesus, 
throꝰ evil report and good report. Let the words of 
David ever be your motto, IWIIL VET BE MORE 
VILE.” Glory only in the crofs, and rejoice, that 
you are counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame and reproach 
for the name of the Lox D Jesus. Be determined 
to know nothing but him, and him crucified. But 


your greateſt diſcouragements will ariſe from ihe re · 1 


mainder of corruption in your heart. Hereby you 
will be often tempted to wearineſs on the one band, 
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and aſſaulted with pride on the other. At one time 
the old man will ſay, „Spare thyſelf.” At another 
he will tempt you to ſelf-admiration ; and will even 
have the impudence to pluck the crown from! the 
Redeemer's head, and put it upon the abominabte 
idol ſelf. Therefore, O keep your heart with all 
Jiligence! Let no vain glorious thought remain 
unmortified in it for a moment. Pray that the 
LoRD would enable you praQically to believe that 
vou are nothing. Ever ſay, 92 | 


1 nothing have, 7 nothing am; 

My treafare's in the bleeding Laws. 
Thus while you walk emptied of SELF and pride, 
you will be more and more filled with the fulneſs of 
Gon. By keeping your eye of faith fixed on your 
glorious Captain, you will be able to do all things. 
Satan will flee before you; the world, whether ſmil- 
ing or frowning, will be deſpiſed ; and SELF in all 
its ſubtle workings daily ſubdued. Thus the Lord's 
work will be your delight. You will grow more 
courageous, patient, humble, ſelf-denying, zealous. 
And the more you get acquainted with precious 
Cur1sT, the more you will wiſh and ſtrive that 
others may partake of the ſame happineſs. And 
be aſſured, your labor ſhall not be in vain in the 
Lon p. For when your race is finiſhed, Jesus will 
ca!l you to his precious boſom, with a, Servant of 
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S a proper apology for what, I have ſaid on 
the ſubject of True and FALSE ZEAL, 
beg leave to preſent the candid reader with the 
following quotation from that moſt excellent book 
of Mr. Baxter's, intitled, the Reformed Paſtor : 
It often brings a man under a ſuſpicion either 
of favouring ſome hereſy, or of having abated his 
zeal for the truth, if he does but attempt Aa paci- 
ficatory work : as if there were no zeal neceſſary 
for the unity and peace of the church, but only 
for parties, and ſome particular doctrines. Well, 
let any perſon or party pretend what they will of 
zeal and holineſs, I will ever take the Dividatar 
for an ill ſign. The true mother abhors the divifion 
of the child; and the true chriſtian prefers | the 
common intereſt of chriſtianity to that of a faction 
or opinion, and would not have the whole: build- 
ing endangered, rather than that one peg ſhould 
be driven in otherwife than he would have t.— 
If that evil ſpirit, whoſe name is Legion, has 
ſuch power over the hearts of any, that they will 
quarrel at the pacificatory endeavors of others, 
25 . who 

| + x Kings ili. 26, | 


6 650) 
who hunger after the healing of the church, and 
rather hinder than heip tbem on; I muſt ſay, 
that how diligently ſoever they may preach, and 
how pious ſoever they may ſeem to be, if this 


way rends to their evetlaſting peaee, and if they 
be not preparing ſorrow for themfelves, then 1 
'am a ſtranger to the way of peace.” 
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